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: - Throughout most of its 2C0 years," the* 
United States has held aloft thejto.rch of . 
liberty and has "promoted democracy ; 


- among its neighbors,/ But the'painstak- 
•ing. progress has now. been largely nn-ft 
-. done by a United States - thatysuddenly ^ 
;,began...tb see Communistsoimaer, every v 
,-b.ush beypndits, southern borders. , £ *, 
'ft The statistics;of tyranny tell thestory.j 
"-In- 1963, only four small Latin’- American; 

nations — El Salvador, Honduras,' Nicara-* 
f gua" -and- Pmaguay-^wereruied-by-rnih- 
-tary dictators.-Then Brazil feH to a junta.” 
v,Jh. 1964. Panama and Peru/weht military;/ 
hi 1968-The armed forces took over BcH^ 
-livia in. 1969, Ecuador in 1972,' CMe and ’ 
.Uruguay in 1973;- Argentina, - after a. : 
-brief military flirtation in thehiid-lD60s,A 
ifhas now.-f alien. . under.' harsh/ miii&ry| 
; r.ule-And . behind . most .of the.:;militaryi5 
• dictatorships can be, fphqd former ; £lass-ft 
/ mates .in; the Pentagon orshadqy/y, fig-y 
tires in the. Central mtelligbnce.A'gencyiA 
: ‘.There is; shocking evidence,fdr:Axnrm. ; 
pie,, that the United States quietly' en-ft 

- couraged the generals fcvoverthrotf two 
of.South;Arnerica’sdemocracie!sia;dec-'; 
ade, apart in Brazil arid - Chile.- In., be- ? 

-. tweeny there, were UJS. whisperings into/-; 
the ears pf other Lhtiii American. generA 
ftais who i suddenly ■sekedp^erA^y^s.^ 
: ; Tt has beeri established' tHat the CIA hi; 
theehrlylS60sfu'nheledmillidnsdf'dol-': 
-lars. into organizations that, opposed the-': 
'ati’!^ 14 xfe^r.egin!ti?f ilfcesjislfnte 

Joao Goulart. He was deposed, interest/;: 
.ingly enough, while a colonel , named. ■ 
Vernon Walters was th.eU.Sj militaiy at-= 
tache in Brazil, ft' ft/'fl /.ft:,: ft -;?f Aftilft ftj 
. Nine years later-- this'- same Vernon’ 1 
"Walters turned up as deputy director of" 
;the CIA. He -.was involved in Tunneling ■ 
subsequent .CIA . jnillionsftto. .organiza-c 
tions that were opposed . to President; 
Salvador AllendeinChile.. vS 


- J V^"d'what?'aid'tle!VJS;'’"tso^yere;get4 
'for their money? Both Brazil and Chile ; 
'.are no tv -ruled by- repressive military' 
-dictatorships. They have brought amea-- ■ 
sure of stability to their countriesyButft 
.only -rarely - has the -economic trickle.;; 
reached, the poorer' masses. .For /their,, 

. dubious blessings,; the people hay*# paid > 
a high -price: arrests' in the night, larbi-,, 
trary imprisonment and torture for the... 
crime of disagreeing. •• If 
- But for the United States, .trie pried; 
has been higher. This country, once re-/ 
garded around the world as the bastion-;, 
of freedom, is now thought no. better,-; 
than its Communists rivals.. Themilitary,.' 
governments of Latin America have, be- 
come so oppressive that the moderates," ' 
including 'many who despise conuhun-’ 
ism, have' turned' in desperation not to 
.Washington but to Havana. , - v '-:i-..ft--'- 
; For: imnation after nation, they have . 
witnessed the/love affair between .the: 
dictatorships and the Pentagon; "Overt 
, the past' SO -y ears; ; the - Pentagon . has ‘ 
squandered ( $2 billjonftwbrtL. of; ;hard-i ■ 
ware and training on- the military estab-ft 
lishments of Latin America. ! •" 

• The growing concern of ; Congress 
hasn’t, yet .stopped the flow. In. the year:': 
■ahead, for example, the. American tax-;, 
payers .will deliver. $49.3 million .in. mil if ■ 
tary - ' aid to. the Argentinian- 
million to' the- Brazilian generals, 
’million tothe' military dictators in Bo-ft 
livia and $1.4 million to General Alfredo - 
Stroessner’s regime in Paraguay.- 
ft/ Military brass from .virtually every na-ft 
tion in Latin America, meanwhile, have •• 
.trained at. such . U.S: military schools." as.,;, 
the Command and General Staff College;; 
at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., arid the Na;; 
ftval War College at Newport; III. Indeed,” 
thePentagon has even established one 5 ; 
school that, is /specifically designed /toft 
';train.Latins. It's called, the School of the, 
i Americans and is located in the Panama, • 
' Canal Zone.. Over 30,000 Latin American;; 
military men havelrained at the school'' 
over .the past three decades. Of 1,765 stu- 
dents Who.: attended the; school in.1975,'- 
: 575 came from the.Ch’iTeah regime^-'^, 
1 The Defense- Department also .main-:' 
tains military advisers in 17 Latin Amer-ft 
lean, countries.; Thiis-Lhe top military. ' 
brass in Latin Anieriea and the United;'" 
States have developed'close personal re-* 
Jatjonships. ; ft ftCAft-C- U r ; ft U 


At the White House and State Depart-'! 
meat,, there has been littiesentiment for.:] 
restoring democracy in Latin America.,.-! 
It. doesn't seem to matter, whether the. 
governments ‘ use terror '"and torture.'- 
Our diplomats prefer- to keep -a “lowft 
profile” and confine their objection's toy 
■“quiet" representations.” Secretary -'of 11 
State Kissinger appears to. be quite coni-.- 
fortable with repressive dictatorships. 

Take .Argentina, for. example, Kidnap-, 
pings, murder and torture have become' 
daily occurrences. The outrages are 
committed by militants of both political 
■ extremes. There have bean “more peo- 
ple killed in one year in Argentina ” one 
.State Department source told us, “than 
in five years in Northern Ireland.” ft - ft. 

-The. situation has deteriorated since 
the military junta took over on March 
,24/The dictatorship, rather than join in 
the murder, and mayhem directly, per- 
mits right-wing para-police and . para- 
ftmiiitary. squads to roam the cities and 
•■'countryside, dispensingstreet justice; 

: ■ Some key congressmen, such as Rep- 
Edward Koch tD-N.Y.), would like to cut - 
off military aid to Argentina as a ges- 
ture of U.S. concern. U.S. law states that 
this can be done if a country demon- " 
strates a “consistent pattern" of “gross 
violations” of jiurnan rights. But the 
State Department characteristically has 
objected, that a “consistent pattern” of 
abusemust still be proved. , . ft. l" .. 
ftxResponcisft: Koch: .“Bold steps are 
needed to 'impre.'k'. the Argentine gov- 
. eminent that, its grace-period is over.” 
At least dirniy; -those' who:, believe the 
United States'should-promote democra- 
cies, hptdictatorships, are being heard. . 
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